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Resumen 

En los años 1983 y 1984 se comenzaron a llevar a cabo diversas investigaciones sobre los 

asesinatos de periodistas en México. Estas investigaciones presentan características 

particulares que las hacen únicas. El presente artículo se centra en el análisis de la 

elaboración de dichos informes para comprender todos los factores involucrados. El 

principal objetivo de este análisis es ofrecer un mapa de todos los factores, variables y 

características presentes en los informes sobre el tema, publicados entre 1999 y 2015. Los 

principales resultados obtenidos señalan que no hay un criterio uniforme y homogéneo en 

el estudio de la problemática señalada, por lo que cada una de las 21 organizaciones y 

asociaciones analizadas investigan utilizando diversas metodologías, perspectivas, 

planteamientos teóricos, periodos temporales, universos de estudio y hasta subtemas 

completamente distintos. Así, esta falta de criterio común condiciona tanto el estudio del 
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fenómeno como la forma en la que es abordado, entendido y explicado, así como los 

mismos resultados obtenidos.  

Palabras clave: asociaciones profesionales, violencia, periodistas, informes. 

Abstract 

In the years 1983 and 1984 they began to carry out different investigations into the murders 

of journalists in Mexico. These investigations have particular characteristics that make 

them unique. This article focuses on the analysis of these reports to understand all the 

factors involved. The main objective of this analysis is to provide a map of all the factors, 

variables and features present in the reports on the subject, published between 1999 and 

2015. The main results show that there is a uniform and homogeneous approach in the 

study of the mentioned problems, so each of the 21 organizations and associations analyzed 

investigated using different methodologies, perspectives, theoretical approaches, temporary 

periods, study and even completely different sub-themes universes. Thus, this lack of 

common criteria determines both the study of the phenomenon that is dealt with, 

understood, and explained how, as well as the same results.  

Key Words: professional associations, violence, journalists, reports. 

Resumo 

Em 1983 e 1984 a keeping começou várias investigações sobre os assassinatos de 

jornalistas no México. Estas investigações têm características específicas que as tornam 

únicas. Este artigo centra-se na análise da preparação de tais relatórios para entender todos 

os fatores envolvidos. O principal objetivo desta análise é o de proporcionar um mapa de 

todos os fatores, variáveis e características presentes em relatórios sobre o assunto, 

publicada entre 1999 e 2015. Os principais resultados indicam que não há critérios 

homogéneos uniforme e no estudo indicou problemas, para cada um dos 21 analisados 

organizações e associações investigadas usando várias metodologias, perspectivas, 

abordagens teóricas, períodos de tempo, universos de estudo e até mesmo sub 
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completamente diferentes. Assim, esta falta de critérios comuns determina tanto o estudo 

do fenômeno e como ele é abordado, entendidas e explicadas, e os mesmos resultados. 

Palavras-chave: associações profissionais, violência, jornalistas, relata. 
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Introduction 

In 1983 and 1984 killed journalists Eliseo Morán Muñoz (The voice) and Manuel Buendía 

(Excélsior), respectively (Federation of Associations of Mexican Journalists, 2013). 

Although the best-known case was that of Buendia, both crimes marked the beginning of a 

series of investigations by various professional associations (and defence of human rights) 

national and international about the murders of journalists in México. Thirty-three years 

later and with more than 150 journalists killed, these investigations are a reference point for 

studying the phenomenon by the discrepancy between the figures provided by the 

authorities and the professional associations (Article 19, 2015; FRELAP, 2013, 19-23; 

FAPERMEX/FRELAP, 2013, 2-19). Despite such controversy, institutions and 

associations of national and international journalists who have published reports on the 

subject, have managed to bring to light, using different methodologies, thematic and 

theoretical approaches, a problem that has not yet been solved (Article 19, 2015; FRELAP, 

2013, 19-23; FAPERMEX/FRELAP, 2013, 2-19).  

 To date, there is a theoretical body that consists of more than 90 reports1 on this 

issue, with points of view different issues as specific as the date of completion, the 

professional association that develops it, the country location of the institution where the 

research was published, the topic, as well as the methodology. Therefore, due to the large 

                                                           
1 Se han seleccionado aquellos 90 informes considerados como más relevantes sobre el tema ya que, o bien 

tratan de forma particular la problemática de la violencia contra los periodistas, la libertad de expresión o la 

situación de la prensa en México, o bien analizan y exponen algún tema vinculado de importancia para el 

estudio de dicha problemática. 
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amount of existing research, but they complement each other it is necessary to carry out 

their analysis in order to understand all conditions and limitations that can eventually lead 

to bias. Thus, the hypothesis that guides this research is: There is an obvious lack of 

common, homogeneous and consensual approach by 21 organizations and institutions that 

investigate violence against journalists in Mexico. This feature determines both the study of 

the phenomenon as the way in which it tackles, understood and explained, causing even to 

obtain different results in each of the reports, which still share certain general aspects. 

 Since it erupted in 2006 the known "Drug War" of President Felipe Calderon, 

Mexico has experienced a situation of extreme violence that has deeply marked the civilian 

population. Violence of this "apparent conflict" between authorities and drug cartels (and 

even among traffickers themselves), eventually affecting the social dynamics. A perfect 

example is the consequences of widespread violence against the media, with more than 150 

journalists killed and 21 "disappeared" from 1983 to 2013, and around 1791 attacks from 

1998 to 2010 (Article 19, 2015; , Manuel Buendía Foundation, 2002, 1-6, Manuel Buendía 

Foundation, 2003, 1, 2010, 5-13, 15-18, CEPET, 2011, 4-10, 13-15, Manuel Buendía 

Foundation, 2001, 2-6 Manuel Buendía Foundation, 2004, 1-6, Manuel Buendía 

Foundation, 2005, 1-6, Manuel Buendía Foundation, 2006, 2-7; , Manuel Buendía 

Foundation, 2009, 7-12, FRELAP, 2013, 19-23, FAPERMEX / FRELAP, 2013, 2-19, 

Mexican Network for the Protection of Journalists and the Media, Manuel Buendía 

Foundation, 6; Mexican Network for the Protection of Journalists and the Media, Manuel 

Buendía Foundation, 2000, 2-8). However, this situation is part, from a broader perspective, 

of a problem that journalists face almost everywhere in the world (Reporters Without 

Borders, Annual Report, 2010; Reporters Without Borders, Annual Report, 2011; Reporters 

without Borders , 2011; Reporters Without Borders, 2012).  

 Thus, in the decade of the 2000 about 141 journalists were murdered worldwide 

victims of organized crime (Reporters Without Borders, Annual Report 2011, 2011, 2). At 

the same time that the rest of the planet was in a worrying situation, in Mexico the problem 

became evident day by day. In this way, the country went from 136 in 2010 to 149 in 2011, 

153 in 2012 and 2013, 152 in 2014 and 148 in 2015 (Reporters Without Borders 2009 

Reporters Without Borders 2010 Reporters Without Borders, 2012, Reporters Without 
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Borders, 2013, Reporters Without Borders, 2013, Reporters Without Borders, 2013) in the 

list on the danger to journalists prepared by Reporters Without Borders. As a result, Mexico 

ended up being included among the 30 countries with the lowest press freedom in the world 

(Reporters Without Borders, Press Freedom Balance 2010, 2010, 58-60; Reporters Without 

Borders, 2011 Annual Report, 85-90). 

The first thing that is required to achieve the aforementioned objective is to make a 

brief recap on the main reports published since 1999, which undoubtedly represent an 

updated status of the most important contributions in national and international 

investigations into the murders of journalists in Mexico . 

Thus, it can be understood that in 1999 the international study of this problem began 

with the series of reports that the Mexican Network for the Protection of Journalists and the 

Media published together with the Manuel Buendía Foundation (Data Count 1998, 1999; 

Data 1999, 2000). A couple of years later, in 2001, the Manuel Buendía Foundation 

published several solo works with annual periodicity, where it carried out a hemerographic 

and documentary analysis on the subject in Mexico (Count of Damages to the freedoms of 

expression and information during the 2000, 2001, Recording of Damages to Freedom of 

Expression and Information during 2001, 2002, Recording of Damage to Freedom of 

Expression and Information during 2002, 2003, Recording of Damage to Freedom of 

Expression and Information during 2003, 2004, Recording of Damage to Freedom of 

Expression and Information during 2004, 2005, Recording of Damage to Freedom of 

Expression and Information during 2005, 2006, Recording of Damage to Freedom of 

Expression and Information during 2006, 2007) . These reports were supplemented by the 

organization with others that deal with more specific issues on the subject, such as the 

consequences on freedom of expression in the country and related aspects (2005 Damage 

Count: An Approach to the State of Freedom of Expression and Information in Mexico, 

2006; Buendía Report 2007: Analysis on Obstacles to Freedom of Expression in Mexico, 

2008; Buendía Report 2008: Hemmerographic Analysis on Obstacles to Freedom of 

Expression in Mexico, 2009). 

In 2002, Freedom House began a series of investigations with a world perspective that to 

date has continued to be published. Since 2006, other international reports such as 

Resolution 1738, adopted by the United Nations Security Council (2006), have been 
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published. A year later, the Latin American Federation of Journalists published one of the 

first investigations that deals in particular with the case of violence against journalists in 

Mexico and continued it years later (Updated Report on the Situation of Journalism in 

Mexico Annualized to 2011, 2011 ; Updated Report on the Situation of Journalism in 

Mexico Annualized to 2012, 2012). At the same time, several organizations, including the 

World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters in Mexico with an analysis of the 

exercise of journalism in the country presented to the Inter-American Commission on 

Human Rights (Report: on the Situation of the Exercise of the Freedom of Expression in 

Mexico, 2007). 

In 2008 Reporters Without Borders appeared on the scene, which, like in the case of 

Freedom House, will publish an annual series of works on the situation of the press in the 

world (2008 World Ranking, 2008 Annual Report, 2009 ; Balance of Press Freedom 2010; 

Annual Report 2010 Reporters Without Borders for Freedom of Information, 2010; Annual 

Report 2011 Reporters Without Borders for Freedom of Information, 2011; Balance in 

figures 2012, 2012; , World Press Freedom Index 2013, 2013, World Press Freedom 

Classification 2014, 2014, World Press Freedom Classification 2015, 2015), and in 

particular in Mexico (Commission on Memory of Roberto Mora, 2009, Juárez: violence 

and the media, 2009, Mexico The Entresijos de la Impunity, 2009, 2009, Research Report 

Organized Crime, 2012 Contribution by Reporters Without Borders, and NGO with special 

consultative status, on The situation of media freedom in Mexico, 2013; List of Journalists 

Killed and Missing, Mexico, 2013). 

But in addition to Reporters Without Borders, in 2009 Amnesty International also launched 

a report on human rights violations committed by the army in Mexico, which also includes 

the issue of attacks on journalists. This type of reports by this international organization 

continued in the following years and focused on issues such as torture in Mexico (Guilty 

Known, Ignored Victims, 2010), the situation of defenders of Human Rights Defenders in 

the country ( Demanding Justice and Dignity, 2010), the situation of migrants (Invisible 

Victims, 2010) or the disappearance of people (Facing a nightmare, 2012). Also in 2009 

several reports were published with very specific themes. In the first place we have those of 

the Human Rights Center Agustín Pro Juárez A.C. "Harassment against the journalists of 
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the magazine" Contralínea "in Mexico" and that of Periodistasenlinea.org "Aggressions to 

journalists". Both, although they appeared that year in a specific way, focused in particular 

on the issue of attacks against the press in the country, the first one in particular in one case 

and the second in a generic way. Subsequently, those of the Inter-American Commission on 

Human Rights (Botero, C., Organization of American States, 2010), which Giacaman and 

Acosta published in English for Freedom House on the protection of journalists and human 

rights defenders (Protecting Journalists and Or even those published by the Center for 

Journalism and Public Ethics on pressure on the press by organized crime (Government and 

narco; 2011) and self-censorship (From Self-censorship to Interlocution with Victimies, 

2011), or from Mccracken on laws that violate press freedom (Insult Laws: Insulting to 

Press Freedom, 2012 ) And Sierra on security in the digital environment (Digital and 

Mobile Security for Journalists and Bloggers, 2013), both for Freedom House. 

 

 In 2010, Article 19 appears, which publishes several reports that are 

normally published annually (Safety Guide for Visual Journalists, 2010; Violence in 

Mexico and the Right to Information 2010, 2010; Aggression against journalists and 

media in Mexico, 2012; Global Campaign for Freedom of Expression, 2013, Report 

Mexico 2012. Double murder: The press between violence and impunity, 2013, 

State of Censorship, 2015). Curiously on one occasion in 2010, Article 19 joins 

with another organization and publishes, along with CENCOS, a report called 

"Aggressions against freedom of expression in Mexico". A similar situation 

occurred with the Committee for the Protection of Journalists, with which it 

publishes various studies on the subject, focusing in particular on the situation of 

the press in the country (Silence or death in the Mexican press, 2010), or Even 

directly in English analyzing the attacks against the press at the global level 

(Attacks on the Press in 2009, Attacks on the Press in 2010, Attacks on the Press in 

2011, 2011). 

 

In 2012, the World Press Freedom Committee in collaboration with Freedom House 

published a report on the worldwide laws of freedom of the press (Insult Laws: Insulting to 

Press Freedom. , 2012). A year later, the reports of the Federation of Associations of 
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Mexican Journalists that were repeated one year later were presented in 2013 (Updated 

Report on the Murders and Forced Disappearances of Journalists in Mexico in the First 

Semester of 2013, 2013; 2014, on the murders and enforced disappearances of journalists in 

Mexico, 2014). A case similar to that of the World Press Freedom Committee is that of the 

World Association of Newspapers and News Editors on advertising as a form of censorship 

(Buying complacency: 2014). 

 

Method 

It is necessary to raise this research 2 on two different levels derived from a mixed 

methodology, both quantitative and qualitative. Thus, for the development of the work 

presented here, a comprehensive content analysis has been carried out, based on a mixed 

quantitative and qualitative methodology, on the 90 reports selected and published up to 

2015 in relation to violence in Mexico Against journalists. For this, we have focused on 

studying, from the content analysis, the main factors that, as variables, condition the 

information contained and the perspectives handled in the different reports. In particular, 

we refer to the years of publication, the professional associations, organizations and 

institutions that have published them, the main countries in which these texts have been 

disseminated, the topics that have focused the researches, as well as the methodologies 

raised by these works When analyzing the subject in question. 

To carry out the proposed methodology, we used an analysis sheet that we will present in 

several parts. Below is the analysis sheet 1 used to develop the research, followed by the 

much more specific sheet 2, in which each of the categories proposed in the specific 

sections is presented in a comprehensive manner.  

 

Analysis sheet 1: own elaboration. 

Año  Organización País Título Tema Metodología 

      

 

 

                                                           
2 Esta investigación parte de un ambicioso proyecto que ha sido desarrollado durante los últimos cinco años y 

que se centra en un análisis de caso sobre las consecuencias de la violencia contra los periodistas sobre el 

periodismo en los medios mexicanos Proceso, Contralínea y CIMAC.  
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Analysis sheet 2: own elaboration with the variables investigated in each of the sub-

sections. 

Año 
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2

0

1

5 

                  

Organizaciones por sus siglas 
F 

H 

RMPP

MC 

AM

ARC 

CI

D
H 

N U, 

CS 

F

M
B 

N U FELAP RS

F 

FI

P 

A

I 

CDH 

Prodh M 
A Pro J 

Ac 

CEP

ET 

PEL A19, 

CEN
COS 

CP

PP 

CPJ WPF 

C/F 
H 

FEPA

RMEX 
 

 

FH 

/CIP 

W

A
N

I

F
R

A 

                     

País 
USA No indica México Francia UK España 

      

Tema 
Libertad de prensa 

en el mundo 

Libertad de 

prensa en 

México 

Libertad de 

expresión en 

México 

Seguridad 

de los 

periodistas 

Ataques 

contra la 

prensa en 

México  

Ataques 

contra la 

prensa en 

el mundo 

Desaparición de 

periodistas en 

México 

Libertad de 

prensa en 

América 

Latina 

        

Metodología Utilizada 
Recopilatorio por año Recopilatorio con carácter 

histórico 

Cualitativo Cuantitativo Cuantitativo/cualitativo 

     
  

 

Finally, Table 1 is presented with the main information obtained through the analysis sheets 

previously exposed. Then all information is condensed that allows clear understanding of 

the different aspects that condition the perspective with which the different works on the 

subject are elaborated. 
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Table 1. Timeline of the most important reports on violence against journalists in Mexico 

from the main national and international professional organizations published between 

1999 and 2015. 

 

Año  Organización País Título Tema Metodología 
1999 

 

Red Mexicana de 

Protección a 

Periodistas y Medios 

de Comunicación, 

Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Datos 1998: un acercamiento al 

Estado de las Libertades de Expresión e 

Información en México 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2000  Red Mexicana de 

Protección a 

Periodistas y Medios 

de Comunicación, 

Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Datos 1999: un acercamiento al 

Estado de las Libertades de Expresión e 

Información en México 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2001 

 

Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños a las libertades de expresión 

e información durante el 2000: resultados de un 

seguimiento y análisis hemerográfico y 

documental 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2002  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2002 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2002  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños a las libertades de expresión 

e información durante el 2001: resultados de un 

seguimiento y análisis hemerográfico y 

documental. 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2003  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2003 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2003  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños a las libertades de expresión 

e información durante el 2002: resultados de un 

seguimiento y análisis hemerográfico y 

documental. 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2004  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2004 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2004  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños a las libertades de expresión 

e información durante el 2003: resultados de un 

seguimiento y análisis hemerográfico y 

documental 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2005 

 

Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2005 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2005  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños a las libertades de expresión 

e información durante el 2004: resultados de un 

seguimiento y análisis hemerográfico y 

documental 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2006  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2006 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2006  Naciones Unidas, 

Consejo de Seguridad 

- Resolución 1738 (2006) Aprobada por el 

Consejo de Seguridad en su 5613a sesión, 

celebrada el 23 de diciembre de 2006 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en el mundo 

Cualitativo 

2006  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños 2005: Un acercamiento al 

Estado de las Libertades de Expresión e 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 
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Información en México 

2006  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños a las libertades de expresión 

e información durante el 2005: Resultados de un 

seguimiento y análisis hemerográfico y 

documental 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2007  Article 19 México Informe sobre la Situación del Ejercicio de la 

Libertad de Expresión en México 2007 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2007  AMARC, ARTICLE 

19, FMB, LIMAC, 

SNRP, RSF 

México Informe: sobre la Situación del Ejercicio de la 

Libertad de Expresión en México. Que 

presentaron Organizaciones a la Comisión 

Interamericana de Derechos Humanos (CIDH) 

en su 128° Periodo Ordinario de Sesiones 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Cualitativo 

2007  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2007 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2007  Federación 

Latinoamericana de 

Periodistas (FELAP) 

México Informe sobre la Situación del Periodismo en 

México. Asesinatos y Desapariciones de 

Periodistas en el Sexenio de Vicente Fox 

Quesada 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cuantitativo 

2007  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Recuento de Daños a las libertades de expresión 

e información durante el 2006: resultados de un 

seguimiento y análisis hemerográfico y 

documental. 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2008  Article 19, Cencos México Informe sobre la Situación del Ejercicio de la 

Libertad de Expresión en México, 2007 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2008  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2008 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2008  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Clasificación Mundial 2008: en el mundo de 

después del 11 de septiembre solo la paz 

protege las libertades 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2008  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Informe Buendía 2007: análisis  sobre los 

obstáculos a la libertad de expresión en México 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2009  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras, 

CEFPRODHAC,CEPE

T 

Francia Comisión en Memoria Roberto Mora: II 

Informe, Visita a Nuevo Laredo, Tamps. 26, 27 

y 28 de agosto 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2009  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2009 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2009  Freedom House EU Undermining Democracy. 21s Century 

Authoritarians 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Cualitativo 

2009  Amnistía Internacional UK México: Nuevos Informes de Violaciones de 

Derechos Humanos a manos del Ejército 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2009  Centro de Derechos 

Humanos Prodh 

Miguel Agustín Pro 

Juárez, A.C. 

México Hostigamiento en contra de los periodistas de la 

Revista “Contralínea” en México. Información 

entregada al Sr. Frank La Rue, Relator Especial 

sobre la libertad de expresión, el 6 de febrero de 

2009. 

 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2009  Periodistasenlinea.Org México Agresiones a periodistas Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cuantitativo 

2009  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Informe Anual Reporteros Sin Fronteras, 

Libertad de Prensa en  2009a. Guerras y 

elecciones cuestionadas: temas mayor peligro 

para los periodistas 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2009  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Juárez: la violencia y los medios. Informe sobre 

el estado de la libertad de expresión en Ciudad 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cualitativo 
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Juárez, Chihuahua 

2009  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia México, Los Entresijos de la Impunidad: 

Escalada de la seguridad pública y pesadez 

burocrática 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2009  Fundación Manuel 

Buendía 

México Informe Buendía 2008: Análisis hemerográfico 

sobre los obstáculos a la libertad de expresión 

en México 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2010  Amnistía Internacional España Culpables Conocidos, Víctimas Ignoradas. 

Tortura y Maltrato en México 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2010  Amnistía Internacional España Exigiendo Justicia y Dignidad. Defensores de 

los Derechos Humanos en México 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2010  Amnistía Internacional UK Víctimas Invisibles. Migrantes en movimiento 

en México 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cualitativo 

2010  Article 19, Cencos México Informe de agresiones contra la libertad de 

expresión en México 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cuantitativo/Cu

alitativo 

2010  Article 19 México Guía de seguridad para periodistas visuales Seguridad de los 

periodistas 

Cualitativo 

2010  Article 19 México La violencia en México y el derecho a la 

información 2010. 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cualitativo 

2010  Botero, C. Comisión 

Interamericana De 

Derechos Humanos 

- Organización de los Estados Americanos. 

Informe Anual de la Comisión Interamericana 

de Derechos Humanos 2010. Informe de la 

Relatoría Especial para la Libertad de Expresión 

Libertad de prensa en 

América Latina 

Cualitativo 

2010  Comité Para La 

Protección De Los 

Periodistas 

EU Silencio o muerte en la prensa Mexicana: 

Crimen, violencia y corrupción están 

destruyendo al periodismo local: Informe 

especial del Comitté para la Protección de los 

Periodistas 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cualitativo 

2010  Committee To Protect 

Journalists 

EU Attacks on the Press in 2009: A worldwide 

survey by the Committee to Protect Journalists 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2010  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2010 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2010  Freedom House EU Violence Against Journalists in Mexico a 

Critical Problem 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2010  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

España Balance de la libertad de Prensa 2010. 

Periodistas en 2010 tomados como blanco y 

moneda de intercambio 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2010  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

España Informe Anual 2010 Reporteros Sin Fronteras 

por la Libertad de Información: La Libertad de 

Prensa en el Mundo 2010 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2011  Article 19, Cencos México Violencia en México y el derecho a la 

información: Análisis de las cifras. 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Recopilatorio 

con carácter 

histórico 

2011  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

España Informe Anual 2011 Reporteros Sin Fronteras 

por la Libertad de Información: Barómetro de la 

libertad de prensa en el mundo 2011 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2011  Centro de Periodismo 

Y Ética Pública 

México Gobierno y narco; la lucha por imponer la 

agenda periodística: Situación de la libertad de 

Expresión en México 2009 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2011  Centro de Periodismo 

Y Ética Pública 

México De la Autocensura a la Interlocución con los 

Victimarios: Situación de la Libertad de 

Expresión en México 2010 

Libertad de expresión 

en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2011  Committee To Protect 

Journalists 

EU Attacks on the Press in 2010: A worldwide 

survey by the Committee to Protect Journalists 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2011  Federación México Informe Actualizado sobre la Situación del Libertad de prensa en Recopilatorio 
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Latinoamericana De 

Periodistas (FELAP) 

Periodismo en México Anualizado al 2011 México por año 

2011  Freedom House USA Freedom of Press 2011 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2011  Freedom House EU México y Honduras encabezan los retrocesos 

más importantes para la libertad de prensa en 

América Latina 

Libertad de prensa en 

América Latina  

Cualitativo 

2011  Naciones Unidas México La Libertad de Expresión en México. Informes 

de Misión  de las Relatorías de la ONU y de la 

CIDH 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cualitativo 

2012  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2012 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2012  Freedom House EU Journalists Need Better Protection in Mexico Seguridad de los 

periodistas 

Cualitativo 

2012  Amnistía Internacional UK Enfrentarse a una pesadilla. La desaparición de 

personas en México 

Desaparición de 

periodistas en México 

Cualitativo 

2012  Article 19 México Agresiones contra periodistas y medios en 

México 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo/Cua

ntitativo 

2012  Committee To Protect 

Journalists 

EU Attacks on the Press in 2011: a worldwide 

survey by the Committee to Protect Journalists 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2012  Federación 

Latinoamericana De 

Periodistas (FELAP) 

México Informe Actualizado sobre la Situación del 

Periodismo en México Anualizado al 2012 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cuantitativo 

2012  Giacaman, V. & 

Acosta, M. Freedom 

House 

EU Protecting Journalists and Human Rights 

Defenders in Mexico 

Seguridad de los 

periodistas 

Cualitativo 

2012  McCracken, P. World 

Press Freedom 

Committee And 

Freedom House 

EU Insult Laws: Insulting to Press Freedom. A 

Guide to Evolution of Insult Laws in 2010 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Cualitativo 

2012  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Balance en cifras 2012: el año más mortífero 

para los periodistas desde la primera 

publicación del Balance Anual de Reporteros 

Sin Fronteras, en 1995 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2012  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Informe de Investigación. Crimen Organizado: 

La Información entre sus manos 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cualitativo 

2013  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Balance de la libertad de Prensa 2013 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2013  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Clasificación mundial 2013: tras las primaveras, 

las esperanzas defraudadas 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2013  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Contribution by Reporters Without Borders, and 

NGO with special consultative status, on the 

situation of media freedom in México: 

Summary of the media freedom situation 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

 

Cualitativo 

2013  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Relación de Periodistas Asesinados y 

Desaparecidos, México: Actualizada al 31 de 

julio de 2010 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Recopilatorio 

con carácter 

histórico. 

2013  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia World Press Freedom Index 2013 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2013  Giacaman, V. & 

Acosta Freedom House 

EU Freedom House. Freedom of Expression on the 

Agenda in Mexico 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cualitatitvo 

2013  Article 19 México Campaña Global por la Libertad de Expresión: 

para la consideración del Relator Especial sobre 

las ejecuciones, extrajudiciales, sumarias y 

arbitrarias en su visita oficial a México 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

 

Cualitativo 
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2013  Article 19 México Informe México 2012. Doble asesinato: La 

prensa entre la violencia y la impunidad 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitativo 

2013  Federación de 

Asociaciones de 

Periodistas Mexicanos 

(FAPERMEX) 

México Informe Actualizado sobre los Asesinatos y 

Desapariciones Forzadas de Periodistas en 

México al Primer Semestre del 2013. Monitoreo 

de Gremio Organizado 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cuantitativo 

2013  Freedom House EU Freedom in the Americas Today Libertad de prensa en 

América Latina 

Cualitativo 

2013  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2013 Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Recopilatorios 

por año 

2013  Freedom House EU México avanza en Protección a Periodistas Seguridad de los 

periodistas 

Cualitativo 

2013  Sierra, J. L. Freedom 

House /Centro 

Internacional De 

Periodistas 

EU ICFJ Knight International Journalism Fellow. 

Seguridad Digital y Móvil para Periodistas y 

Blogueros. Resultados de la encuesta entre 

periodistas y blogueros mexicanos 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Cualitatitvo 

2014  World Association Of 

Newspapers And News 

Editors, WANIFRA 

EU Comprando complacencia: Publicidad oficial y 

censura indirecta en México 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cuantitativo 

2014  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Clasificación Mundial de la Libertad de Prensa 

2014 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Cuantitativo 

2014  Freedom House EU Informe sobre la libertad de Prensa 2014: 

Capítulo México. Análisis de la situación de 

libertad de expression en México durante el 

2013 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cuantitativo 

2014  Freedom House EU Freedom of Press 2014. Media Freedom Hits 

Decade Low 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Cuantitativo 

2015  Article 19 México Estado de Censura: Informe anual de violencia 

contra la prensa. 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cuantitativo 

2015  Federación 

Internacional de 

Periodistas 

México Informe sobre amenazas a la libertad de Prensa 

en Latinoamérica y el Caribe 

Libertad de prensa en 

América Latina 

Cuantitativo 

2015  Federación de 

Asociaciones de 

Periodistas Mexicanos 

(FAPERMEX) 

México Informe al Tercer Semestre del 2014, sobre los 

asesinatos y desapariciones forzadas de 

Periodistas en México. Monitoreo Permanente 

del Gremio Periodístico Organizado 

Ataques contra la 

prensa en México 

Recopilatorio 

por año 

2015  Freedom House EU Freedom of The Press 2015. Harsh Laws and 

Violence Drive Global Decline 

Libertad de prensa en 

México 

Cuantitativo 

2015  Freedom House EU Clasificación Mundial de la Libertad de Prensa 

2015. 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Cuantitativo 

2015  Reporteros Sin 

Fronteras 

Francia Clasificación Mundial de la Libertad de Prensa 

2015 

Libertad de prensa en 

el mundo 

Cuantitativo 

 

 

Fuente: elaboración propia. 
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Results 

After the development of the commented analysis methodology, we obtained a series of 

really striking results that are worth commenting exhaustively. During the period studied, 

from 1999 to 2015 (since the documents selected for this research are published at the 

time), the most published years were in this order: 2010 and 2013 with 14.6% respectively, 

and 2009 and 2012 with 11.23 %, Followed by 2011 with 10.11%. Almost half of the last 

year commented was 2015 with 6.74%, followed very closely by 2007 with 6.61% and 

2006, 2008 and 2014 with 4.49% in all three cases. In the last places the percentage of 

publication per year was in 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005 with 2.24%, and 1999, 2000 and 

2001 with half of the previous ones: 1.12%. If we pay attention to the percentages 

commented in almost all cases, this frequency of publication coincides with the most 

violent stages with the well-known "war against narco", although it is necessary to take into 

account that the year in which the document was published was One year after the situation 

studied, especially if it is analysis with a methodology of information gathering per year. 

That is, documents published in a year usually analyze what has happened during the 

previous year. 

If we analyze the documents studied taking into account the 21 organizations that have 

published them, it is highlighted that the most work has been Freedom House with 26.96%, 

followed by Reporters Without Borders with 19.1%, third Manuel Buendía Foundation and 

Article 19 , Both with 11.23%, fourth with half of reports with respect to the previous 

Amnesty International with 6.61% and again with half reports both the Latin American 

Federation of Journalists and the Committee to Protect Jorunaltists with 3.37%. The Center 

for Journalism and Public Ethics, the Federation of Associations of Mexican Journalists, 

and the Mexican Network for the Protection of Journalists and the Media along with the 

Manuel Buendia Foundation, the three with 2.24%, and the last one United Nations, the 

United Nations Security Council, the World Association of Community Radios, the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights, the International Federation of Journalists, the 

Prodh Human Rights Center Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez, Periodistasenlinea.org, the 

Committee for The World Press Freedom Committee along with Freedom House, the 

International Center for Journalists along with Freedom House and the World Association 

of Newspapers and News Editors, all with 1.12%. 
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Once we go to the geographical location of the associations we have that there are five 

nationalities linked to the publication of the commented reports. Thus, Mexico would be 

the country with the most published research on the subject with 38.2%, followed closely 

by the United States with 34.84% and less than half by France with 14.6%. Finally are 

Spain as 5.16% and the United Kingdom with 3.37% in the fourth and fifth place 

respectively. And there is still one last category in this section conformed by those reports 

where the place of publication or edition does not appear, with 2.24%. 

 If we now focus on the theme of the works studied, it emphasizes that there are 

eight thematic lines where all the research would fit. Thus, freedom of the press in the 

world would be 29.21% the main subject studied, followed closely by the attacks against 

the press in Mexico with 21.34% and third would be freedom of the press and freedom of 

expression, both In Mexico and with the same percentage of 17.97%. Residentially we have 

the themes of the attacks against the press in the world, journalists' security and freedom of 

the press in Latin America with 4.49%, followed by far by the disappearance of journalists 

in Mexico with 1.12%. 

And finally, focusing on the methodologies of analysis used also have five categories. Most 

frequently used with almost half of the reports was the collection of information per year 

with 47.19%, followed very far by the qualitative analysis with 33.7% and with half of the 

previous, the quantitative, with 14.6%. With residual character would be located two 

methodologies, the compilation with historical character and the mixed quantitative and 

qualitative methodology, both with 2.24%. 

All of the above can be summarized very simply in a few sentences. Thus, 2010 and 2013 

have been the years of greatest publication of the reports studied, Freedom House the 

organization that has published the most, Mexico the country with the most reports, the 

freedom of the press in the world has become the theme par excellence in The studies, in 

which the methodology of gathering information with an annual periodicity stands out 

widely. 
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Discussion 

Both the study of violence against journalists in Mexico and the analysis of the documents 

investigating the subject are in an incipient phase of its development since there is scarcely 

academic research on the subject, the phenomenon or the published reports. That is to say, 

we are in a field in which a theoretical body of analysis must be articulated little by little 

that allows not only the study of the phenomenon itself, but also to lay the bases for the 

development of the own academic investigations. The main limitation of this research is the 

lack of academic references for an in-depth and comprehensive study of the problem, in 

addition to the important efforts made by both professional associations and human rights 

organizations Struggle to eradicate the problem. 

The areas of weakness are therefore located around the very dynamics that have led to these 

reports on the murders of journalists in Mexico and the general situation of the press in the 

country, ie the absence of official investigations that have the Support from professional 

associations, human rights organizations and families of the victims. Moreover, the reports 

analyzed here are becoming a way of answering and channeling social unrest because of the 

lack of solutions to a problem that has been identified for years without being resolved. The 

fact that there is some distrust of official figures and that, at the same time, the professional 

associations themselves and organizations in the defense of human rights offer different 

ones and question them frontally, it creates a problem Academic at the time of taking one 

or other figures as a reference. For this reason, the reports not only do not usually coincide 

with the indicated data, but also offer methodologies for collecting, consulting and ordering 

information that complicate the collection of information without first carrying out an 

exhaustive analysis of the different methodologies used. 

For all of the above, the great strength of this work is precisely its development and 

elaboration, as well as the methodology of analysis used, which exposes the profound 

differences between each of the reports studied. In this way they are laying the foundations 

for the academic analysis, not only of the phenomenon but also of the own scientific 

analyzes on the subject and that will necessarily have to be carried out in the next years. 

This research on published reports can be considered as the first that establishes a 

comparative analysis by taking into account a whole series of variables present in those 

studies and that greatly condition the way in which the information is consulted. To expose 
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these factors as variables whose identification would help to better analyze the reports, 

allows to establish a protocol of analysis of the phenomenon that studies not only the data 

exposed in the text but also the variables that condition the way in which this text is raised, 

written, Developed methodologically and diffused. 

 

Conclusions 

From 1999 to 2015, around 90 reports on violence against journalists in Mexico and related 

issues by various organizations, with very different methodologies, issues, approaches and 

reporting strategies, have been published. To such a degree that even a part of the presented 

data varies due to the own methodological dynamics of its collection, that at the same time 

derive from questions as simple as the criterion of temporary approach of the problem, the 

policies of the organization that elaborates it or even The country to which the institution 

belongs or in which the presentation and publication of the institution is carried out. 

Due to the above, it is not the same a report published by FAPERMEX in Mexico in 2013 

that addresses the problem from a quantitative perspective in which a collection of data 

arranged chronologically is presented, one published by Freedom House in 2013 in the 

Which presents the panorama of freedom of the press in Latin America with a specific 

section for the analysis of the particular situation in Mexico. Thus, in addition to the above, 

that Freedom House is American causes that the information and the perspective of analysis 

differs a lot from FAPERMEX that is Mexican, or even from Reporters Without Borders 

who is French and that sometimes the reports in Castilian are published in Spain. That is to 

say, the nationality of the organization that elaborates the report conditions the perspective 

that this text will handle on the freedom of the press and the violence against the journalists 

and even the own methodology of analysis proposed. Therefore, a qualitative methodology 

addressed by two reports from organizations from different countries will, paradoxically, 

have as much difference in information or focus as two reports based solely on 

quantification of data, but one focusing on a Year in particular and the other centered on a 

chronology or history. 

 The general conclusion is that the hypothesis set forth in the introduction is met, 

since there is a lack of homogeneous criteria on how to develop research on violence 

against journalists in Mexico by the 21 organizations and institutions analyzed here. 
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Although this characteristic provides broad perspectives when addressing the problem, 

these in turn condition the results obtained and the way in which the situation is understood 

and explained. Hence, a large number of reports are generated that do not necessarily 

coincide in the data, figures and versions provided. 

Although in the first phase of the study of the problem it is necessary to analyze the most 

rigorous and exhaustive possible by the largest number of authors, at the moment in which 

there is a "dance of figures" accompanied by a "direct confrontation "Between the official 

version and those offered by the professional organizations themselves, in a second phase it 

is essential to analyze the reason for these differences. This article takes this second phase 

by analyzing all the factors and variables that determine the way in which information 

about the subject is presented. With this analysis, the reasons behind the various categories 

of journalist murders in Mexico and related topics are easily understood. 
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